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FOREWORD
HE Ambassador of Afghanistan
to the United Kingdom
I am delighted to welcome you to the first Afghanistan-UK Business Conference!
Our aim is to stimulate and further enhance Afghan-UK bilateral business, trade,
and investment relations. We are looking forward to bringing together companies, organizations, and the diaspora to discuss business opportunities in
Afghanistan and the United Kingdom. We hope to explore practical solutions for
enhancement and a business friendly enabled environment for market-led,
private sector development.
Our first business conference will focus on the investment climate, commercial
opportunities of the 'Regional Initiatives for Afghanistan's Economic Connectivity' program, and the development of digital trade in Afghanistan.
We look forward to welcoming business leaders from Afghanistan and the UK,
leaders of international NGOs, think tanks involved in the formulation of Afghan
economic policies, traders, consultants, and all those involved in nurturing a
strong, transparent private sector-led economy in Afghanistan. We hope that
these efforts will assist in building a self-sustaining, domestic-resource based
vibrant economy that prides itself on strong bilateral links.
Wishing you a productive conference!

HE Ambassador of Afghanistan
to the United Kingdom
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AGENDA
9:30 - 10:00
10:00 – 10:15

Registration
Welcome address
Said T. Jawad, Ambassador of Islamic Republic of Afghanistan to the UK
Jean-Pierre Douglas-Henry, Global Co-Chair, Litigation, DLA Piper

10:15 – 11:00

Panel 1: Investment and Security Climate
This discussion will explore the challenges and opportunities arising for businesses operations in
Afghanistan. Potential foreign investors might have fears and concerns regarding the future of the
investments they make in a country with less structural services and regulatory and financing backing.
Last few years improved regulatory framework is reassuring the investors of protection of their capital,
investment and rights at any circumstances.

11:00 – 11:15

International Chamber of Commerce
Abdul Qadir Bahman, Secretary General, ICC Afghanistan
Chris Southworth, Secretary General, ICC United Kingdom

11:15 – 11:30

Break

11:30 – 12:15

Panel 2: Investment opportunities
Panel will offer investment projects on power generation, energy, mining and infrastructure supported
by government, World Bank, Asian Development Bank. Important government and civil society efforts
to build an enabling environment for the private sector and to expand investment by developing natural resources and infrastructure will also be discussed.

12:15 – 13:00

Panel 3: Regional Initiatives for Afghanistan’s Economic Connectivity
The countries of the region are beginning to take notice of Afghanistan’s marked progress in building
new roads, rail lines, and dry ports, which (along with better trade facilitation, and custom cooperation)
will allow it to be transformed into regional trade and transit hub for the benefit of both Afghanistan
and its neighbors.

13:00 – 13:15

Break

13:15 - 14:00

Panel 4: Afghanistan in the global supply chain
Afghanistan exports a range of high quality, and relatively high value products, including fruits, nuts,
spices and precious metals. This Discussion will focus on the opportunity for Afghanistan to find new
export markets for agro business, attract inward investment, develop joint venture partnership and
‘move up’ the global supply chain.

14:00 – 14:45

Panel 5: . Digital Trade and Finance
This discussion will highlight the impact of new technologies and infrastructure development as they
enable new forms of connectivity between economies, especially among emerging markets, regional
blocs and trade at regional and international levels. Analysis from a range of experts, business leaders
and policymakers will identify associated policy challenges and commercial opportunities.

14:45 – 15:00

Closing Remarks
Said T. Jawad, Ambassador IR of Afghanistan to the United Kingdom

15:00 – 16:00

Networking Lunch
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OVERVIEW
Afghanistan UK Business Conference:
Facing the future
The Government of Afghanistan recognizes international trade as an important driver of growth and has
prioritized trade, transit and regional cooperation as critical elements in its economic development strategy. It is committed to trade reforms aimed at unlocking the potential of the country's export sector,
which is evident from recent initiatives undertaken by Afghanistan such as accession to the World Trade
Organization (WTO) and ratification of WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA).
The overarching purpose of the conference is to be establish a long-term strategy aimed at enhancing
the bilateral business relationship between Afghanistan and UK. As such, the Afghanistan-UK Business
Conference, held in partnership with International Chamber of Commerce of Afghanistan and the
United Kingdom, which constitutes an opportunity for an open dialogue about UK and Afghanistan
business and investment opportunities. The barriers that currently exist between Afghanistan and the
UK, and how to overcome these.
Providing predictive analysis and informed insights, the conference will help policymakers and business
leaders better understand and capitalize on a new stage of Afghanistan-Britain Trade Relations. The
conference will be held with the participation of a high level of private sector representatives and government officials.

Role of UK in Afghanistan

Afghanistan President Ashraf Ghani in London

Being a leading contributor to funding and support for
Afghanistan, the UK plays a vital role in the growth of
Afghan businesses. Not least through CARD-F, increasing
legal rural employment and income opportunities through
more efficient agricultural value chains and markets, and
investments into the Afghan energy and mineral sectors.
Thus, through facilitating for increased legal employment
and income opportunities in Afghanistan, not only does
these efforts make an invaluable contribution to the stability of the country, but its overall prosperity – a key element
in helping Afghanistan.

Chief Executive of Afghanistan in London
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ABOUT ICC AND DIT
International Chamber of Commerce
With a global network of over 6 million members in more than 100 countries, ICC works to promote international trade, responsible business conduct and a global approach to regulation through a unique mix
of advocacy and standard setting activities – together with market leading dispute resolution services.
ICC represent business interests at the highest levels of intergovernmental decision-making, whether at
the World Trade Organization, the United Nations or the G20 ensuring the voice of business is heard. It is
this capacity to bridge the public and private sectors that sets ICC apart as a unique organization,
responding to the needs of any player involved in international commerce and investment.
For more information: iccwbo.uk | icc.org.af

Secretary General ICC United Kingdom
Chris SouthWorth

Secretary General ICC Afghanistan,
Abdul Qadir Bahman

Department for International Trade
The Department for International Trade (DIT) helps UK-based companies succeed in the global economy.
DIT also help overseas companies bring their high-quality investment to the UK’s dynamic economy.
DIT offers expertise and contacts through its extensive network of specialists in the UK, and in British
embassies and other diplomatic offices around the world. DIT provide companies with the tools they
require to be competitive on the world stage.
DIT in Afghanistan helps companies in Britain increase their competitiveness through overseas trade in
Afghanistan.
For more information: www.gov.uk
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COMPANIES
Delegation List
Afghanistan International Bank was founded in 2004 and has since established itself
as a pioneering leader in Afghanistan’s banking sector. Bank became the country’s
most respected and trusted financial institution.
Fayz Construction Company offers a wide array of specialized professional services in
civil/structural engineering and architectural design, along with planning, design
and construction administration.
Mohib Holdings is well known across Trade, Finance, Real Estate, Retail, Storage
solutions and Healthcare, with a clear focus on delivering excellence.
Red Orange has key partnerships and exclusive worldwide teaming agreements,
including a strategic JV with a part 135 Certified U.S Carrier, to offer specialized
logistic solutions to our customers.
Sun Petrol is one of the innovative and technologically advanced petrol stations in
Afghanistan.
Watan Group is providing services in security, logistics, construction, communications (mobile, satellite and static), oil and gas, steel and mining.
Zadran Group of Companies has established itself as a leader in the areas of Logistical Supply, Transportation, Service & Support as well as Order Fulfillment. More than
150 trucks ranging from 20’ & 40’ flatbeds trucks are available to meet their clients’
transportation and supply needs.
Faqiri Group is well-know in the field of Apparel and Military Equipment, is committed and considerably experienced in providing best quality equipment and clothing
to the US government.
24 TV started its activities in 2015 with the aim of creating unity and solidarity among
the people of Afghanistan. This TV network is the only and better source of publishing and broadcasting Islamic, Social, Cultural, Political and Entertainment programs.
Wazirzai Group offers the highest quality of products on the market today. Since
1955, they provide superior service to our customers and have assisted them in
achieving their goals.
General Union Of Oil & Gas Companies of Afghanistan is one of the leading companies in energy sector.
Khorshid Oil Company is one of the leading vegetable oil and fat product manufacturers in Afghanistan.
Baha Company has grown into a significant logistics player in Afghanistan.
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Find out more abut First Afghanistan UK Business Conference and how
to get involved, please contact our events team:
+44 (0) 20 7225 4743
events@afghanistanembassy.org.uk
afghanistanembassy.org.uk
For Afghanistan Companies to get involved, please contact
ICC Afghanistan:
+93 799 677 531
meena.wardak@icc.org.af
icc.org.af

