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Afghanistan has witnessed tremendous
transformation since the fall of the Taliban.
The pace at which changes were brought and
the foundations of modern Afghanistan were
built have been exemplary. The transition from
a period in which no infrastructures were
existent to a period of prosperity in which not
only have physical infrastructures of the
country been built but also the foundational
tenets of state and nation-building, faced
many challenges and hurdles. Yet, striking
achievements have been made across all
sectors throughout the country. With the
assistance of its international partners,
Afghanistan has come a long way to become
increasingly self-reliant and meet its national,
regional and international obligations.
The National Unity Government of the Islamic
Republic of Afghanistan, has boosted the pace
of development in the country by introducing
a series of reforms across all sectors. Some of
the areas of reforms and transformations
include, but are not limited to, education,
women’s rights, healthcare, media law,
judiciary, economy, anti-corruption efforts
and the introduction of e-governance. While
highlighting the progress made in the country,
this booklet stresses the need for continued
support for Afghanistan in order to maintain
and develop on the achievements made.
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Chargé d'Affaires, Liaquet Ali Ameri’s Message

The formation of the contemporary Afghan
Constitution, which enshrines the basic
values and rights of modern day Afghans,
Mr. Liaquet Ali Ameri
was the ground foundation for the path
towards today’s stability, progress and development across all sectors.
Despite the increasingly clouded assessments about Afghanistan, the
reality of the country reflects a different story. This booklet mirrors some
of the resilience, struggles, hopes and aspirations of the Afghan people in
shaping today’s Afghanistan. Hence, this work seeks to provide a broad
overview of the areas where Afghanistan made huge progress and
development, and building a prosperous society.
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Afghanistan’s achievements over the past
decade and a half have been exemplary for
various reasons. After the fall of the Taliban
regime in 2001, the country embarked upon
the route of much needed transformation.
This was made possible by the will of the
Afghan people with close cooperation and
assistance of the international community.

Building institutions, enforcing the rule of law, bringing transparency and
accountability in institutions, upholding human rights which includes the
empowerment of women and youth, providing healthcare and creating
opportunities for economic investments are the building blocks of a
prosperous and successful society.

The following articles seek to convey the spirit of enthusiasm that has
inspired the youth and children for getting better education, and in
particular, it provides an overview of the achievements in respect to
human rights, the rights of women and mainstreaming them into political
and social processes. It also reflects the progress of in area of freedom of
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media and communication technology, for which we take pride. Whilst,
addressing the achievements, it also highlights the challenges and
obstacles on the way forward. By preserving these achievements and
also, our long term vision and efforts for a prosperous and stable
Afghanistan, we can ensure a better future of our people.
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However, all these achievements and progress would not have been
possible without the continuous and persistent support provided by our
international partners. They helped the Afghan people make these
achievements at the cost of great sacrifices. The Afghan people and
government are grateful for these invaluable assistance of our
international partners and allies.
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The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan in London takes this
opportunity to deliver and express the heart-felt thanks of the
government and the people of Afghanistan to the international
community, specially the people and the government of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain for the support and friendship they have
extended to Afghanistan.

Education
The Path Towards a Bright Future

“I study with a lot of passion so that I will become a doctor and treat my
people,” says 9-year-old Fatima, who wears black school uniform and a

white headscarf. “I love studying because it’s how we can guarantee a
bright future for ourselves and our country.” Fatima is one of millions of
school students who attend school every day, from the caves of Bamyan
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In a small, sunlit classroom in a public school in western Kabul, a group of
25 girls, sitting on wooden chairs and leaning on the tables, repeat lines
from their Dari textbooks. Following the recitation of their teacher, the
students’ voices echo across the poorly-lit corridor of the school, creating
a pleasant environment of learning. These students, between 9 and 11
years old, study in the fourth grade.
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to the dusty deserts of Kandahar. This is a number that forms almost one
third of the population of the country.
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Education in post-Taliban Afghanistan is one of the most significant
achievements of the country. During the Taliban regime in 2001,
Afghanistan had less than 900,000 students—all of them boys. Today the
number has increased more than tenfold, with girls forming almost 38
percent—3.5 million—of students. These students study in furnished
classrooms, caves, tents, tree shades, and even under harsh sun in
impoverished parts of the country.

Boys attending a class in Nangarhar Province. The morning shift is for girls and the
afternoon shift is for boys’ education. At present they have 2,820 girls enrolled and 1052
boys.

According to the Ministry of Education, 9.5 million Afghan children
attended school in 2016, an all-time high enrolment and a revolutionary
1,188% increase in students since 2001. University enrollment has also
increased to an all-time high of 300,000 students. 2016 alone saw an
enrollment increase of 1.1 million school students.
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This is a revolutionary achievement that can be attributed to the
generous assistance of the international community, supportive policies
of the Afghan government and, most importantly, the desire of the

Afghan people to be constructive members, rather than a burden on
society.
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Education is the second highest area of government spending, second
only to security. Since its establishment in late 2014, one of the National
Unity Government’s primary focuses has been upgrading education in the
country. According to the Ministry of Education, the government has
worked to enhance the infrastructure supporting students, with 1,720
schools—11 percent of Afghanistan’s total schools—built since 2014. In
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Figure 1.1 Shows increase in the number of schools and universities from 2001 to present

2015, the government provided more than 900,0000 jeribs—or more
than 440,000 acres—of land for building new schools.
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Students study a nationally standardized curriculum and the government
distributed 35 million textbooks in 2015. Teacher training programs
trained nearly 82,000 teachers across 48 teacher training centers in 2015.
As part of an attempt to increase the presence of female teachers across
the country, the government, with the help of international donors,
started a program in which they have deployed 300 female teachers to
provinces facing a lower presence of female teachers. These teachers will
not only teach classes, but will also train new female teachers, with the
goal of improving the teacher gender balance.
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Mujib Mehrdad, spokesperson of the Ministry of Education, says, “We
believe the only way to establish peace, security and prosperity in this
country is to
nurture a new,
educated
generation.
The
government of
Afghanistan
has therefore
put much of its
emphasis on
expansion and
improvement
of education in
Afghanistan.”
Mujib Mehrdad, Spokesperson for the Ministry of Education
Afghanistan’s
achievement in the realm of higher education is another success story.
Since 2001, not only has the capacity of existing universities expanded
significantly, but 124 private universities have been established—

something that did not exist under the Taliban. These universities, most
operating on early morning or evening shifts, offer the opportunity for
both full-time students and the working class to advance their knowledge.
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“Since I work at an international organization, I can’t attend public
universities because of the limited space they have for the evening shift
classes. I enrolled in Kardan University and study from 5:00 AM to 8:00
AM—something that allows me to study and also work, says 25-year-old
Hamid Amanzad.” He adds, “As an Afghan I feel proud because

Some of the most reputable [Private] Institutes of Higher Education in Afghanistan. According
to the records of the Ministry of Education, over 50,000 students study in private universities.

Afghanistan may be the only country in the region where the doors of
most of the private universities open at 4:00 in the morning and close at
10:00 in the evening. This will mark the future of our country, not
violence and corruption.”
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Private University: Graduation Ceremony, Kabul, 2011 [Source: ASIA Foundation, Dec 2012]
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The national gains in the realm of education can be described not only by
quantity but also quality. National experts review the education
curriculum once in three years and incorporate new changes to keep
textbooks up to date. Afghanistan’s public and private universities, for the
first time in the history,
have started Master’s
degree classes. According
to
a
2015 survey
conducted by the Asia
Foundation, 72 percent of
citizens are satisfied with
available
educational
opportunities.
Kardan University: Graduation Ceremony (Kabul, 2015)
“After three decades of
war, we have stepped into a period of progression,” says Roya Hashimi, a
teacher in a Kabul city school. “The educational curriculum in Afghanistan
is much better than the time I was a student. This, and watching the kids
coming to school with so much enthusiasm, makes me hopeful for the
future of Afghanistan.”

While student enrolments are at an all-time high and the state of
education has dramatically improved since 2001, Afghanistan has much
work to do before all eligible students are enrolled in and attend school,
and all students are offered high-quality educations. With the
commitment of the government and continued support of the
international community, Afghanistan can provide high-quality, universal
education to the future doctors, engineers, teachers, politicians and
caretakers of the country.
“What makes me hopeful about the future of the country is not peace
talks with the Taliban, not improvement of our foreign policy and not our
economic growth despite all difficulties,” says Mujeeb Mehrdad. “What
actually makes me hopeful for the future is the increasing number of kids
going to school in all 34 provinces of the country.”
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In large part due to increased access and quality of education, literacy has
dramatically increased in recent years, rising from 12 percent in 2001 to
38 percent today. The government has initiated more than 15,000 literacy
courses across the country, with 411,843 students at these centers in
2015. The government has also broadcast 28 radio and 22 television
educational programs, in an effort to increase the presence of
educational materials outside of classrooms. While literacy has
dramatically improved across the country, literacy rates remain low, and
the government is mapping out a five-year plan to further tackle illiteracy.
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Women in Afghanistan
From No Hope to New Hope
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“Through three decades of war in Afghanistan, women have not had a
voice”, says Simin Barakzai, one of Afghanistan’s 68 female members of
parliament. “But these past 15 years have given us chance, given us a legal
framework and the opportunity to stand up and find our voice.”
The Afghan women endured one of the darkest and most horrific period
of time under the Taliban. From 1996 to 2001, the Taliban enforced their
version of Islamic Sharia law which entirely excluded women from public
life; i.e. women were banned from going to school or studying, working,
leaving the house without a male chaperone, showing their face in public,
accessing healthcare delivered by men (with women forbidden from
working, healthcare was virtually inaccessible), being involved in politics
or speaking publicly. Basically, during the Taliban regime Afghan women
had no rights.
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Female Journalists standing alongside their male colleagues, Kabul, Afghanistan

After 15 years of democracy, although Afghan women started from a
very low point, they have made extraordinary progress in the realms of
government representation.
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Today, 28% of Afghanistan’s parliamentarians are female—a proportion
higher than 67% of countries tracked by the World Bank, including the
United States, Canada, Australia and France. Afghan women are
increasingly becoming part of vital segments of the administration,
businesses, education, sports, etc.
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Figure 2.1 Shows percentage of women’s provincial and national government participation
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More than 20 percent of civil service employees are female and 10
percent of government leadership positions are held by women, including
four cabinet members, 240 judges, eight deputy ministers, three
ambassadors and the deputy chair of the High Peace Council, the body
mandated to handle peace affairs with the Taliban and other insurgent
groups. The Women in Government Program places 3,000 female
university graduates in paid civil service internships, giving them the skills
and experience for their future careers.
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Figure 2.2 Shows percentage of women working in various government sectors

Job opportunities across sectors have hugely increased for Afghan
women. A record two-thirds of the population believes women have the

right to work outside of the home, according to the Asia Society’s 2015
Survey of the Afghan People. Women have increasingly become involved
in Afghanistan’s security forces. The Strategy and Action Plan for the
Integration of Female Police has introduced 1,300 female police officers
to Afghanistan’s national force, and more than 2,000 armed service
members are female. Three thousand seven hundred females comprise
20 percent of the nation’s doctors. More than 2,000 women work in the
private media, with more than 30 media outlets and 800 businesses
headed by women.
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In April 2016, female music conductor Negin Khpalwak led the debut
performance of the country’s first all-female orchestra.

Negin Khpalwak, leading Afghanistan’s first all-female orchestra

Since the demise of the Taliban in 2001, women throughout Afghanistan
have also shown a strong charismatic presence in sports. Presently
women’s teams exist for handball, football, volleyball, basketball, judo,
karate, taekwondo, hockey, cricket, chess, powerlifting and other games
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that are compatible with Afghan and Islamic culture and traditions.
According to Shukriya Hikmat, the head of women’s sports at the National
Olympic Committee of Afghanistan, “over 3,000 Afghan women compete
in leagues for 22 organized sports throughout Afghanistan. Some 1,000
of these girls and women compete in Kabul while the rest play in
provincial centers.
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“The link between sport, peace and development grows stronger by the
year,” Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has said on the issue. “By working
as a team we can use the power of sport to build the peaceful, prosperous
future we want.”
That sentiment was echoed by Ms.
Kohistani, who has seen firsthand how
sports can promote national unity, bring
cohesion and a greater sense of
brotherhood and sisterhood to Afghan
society.
“Time changes everything; when six Afghan
athletes represented Afghanistan in London
Olympic Games in 2012, it created a feeling
of patriotism, unity and equity among all
Afghans throughout the country,” she said.
Ms. Kohistani participating in
London 2012 Olympic Games
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Mastoora Arezoo was born in Kandahar, the birthplace of the Taliban. “In
school, boys had access to sports facilities while girls were told to occupy
themselves
with chores,”
she says. “I got
tired of this.”
She went on to
create a youth
sports
publication,
assume
the
presidencies
of
the
Mastoora Arezoo in Ankara, National Badminton Federation of Turkey
National
Badminton Federation and Asia’s Badminton Federation and become
Afghanistan’s National Sports Ambassador.

President Ashraf Ghani has repeatedly emphasized his government’s
commitment to the cause of women. Initiatives of First Lady Rula Ghani
mark the first active women’s rights campaigning of a first lady since
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Afghan women athletes are beginning to make their mark on the world
stage. In addition to
Ms.
Kohistani’s
participation at the
Olympics,
Afghan
sportswomen
have
scored achievements
in football, cricket,
taekwondo,
boxing
and powerlifting.
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Afghanistan’s Queen Soraya, who was First Lady from 1919-1929. In May
2016, Afghanistan hosted the Third International Symposium on
Empowerment and the Role of Women in Afghanistan. “[Afghan women]
want progress equal to men and an equal and multidimensional role in
the country’s development,” President Ghani said at the conference. “It
is my personal commitment and the commitment of the National Unity
Government to activate the presence of Afghan women in all spheres.”

President Ashraf Ghani and the First Lady, Rula Ghani, in the Third International Symposium
on Empowerment and the Role of Women in Afghanistan
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Today, three and a half million Afghan girls attend school, with nearly a
third of that number newly enrolled in 2016. The National Unity
Government has endorsed a plan to introduce female deputy directors in
all 34 Ministry of Education provincial offices. In an effort to increase
female teacher representation, the General Partnership for Education
Program has sent 300 female teachers to six provinces with historically
disproportionate teacher gender representation.

This picture was taken during an on-going class in a Kabul High School for girls

Despite this progress, Afghanistan has a long way to go before its women
are full and equal citizens, both under law and in practice. The United
Nations Population Fund estimates that 46 percent of girls are married
before the age of 18, and only 21 percent of girls nationally complete
primary school. Female illiteracy is above 80 percent, and stigma against
females working remains prohibitively high in many parts of the country.
The Ending Violence Against Women law has yet to be ratified by
parliament, and Afghanistan has among the highest rates of genderbased violence and maternal mortality in the world. While Afghanistan
has made remarkable progress in the state and rights of women over the
past 15 years and the 2016 Symposium put forward a cohesive and
comprehensive set of recommendations and goals, there is much need
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for international support to ensure the continuation of improved rights
and sustainability of Afghan women’s rights.
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“In the past 15 years, we have come a long way, says Simin Barakzai. “The
commitment of the National Unity Government is promising. But the
mission will remain difficult because in 2001 we started from a very low
point—a situation where women were not even allowed to come out of
their houses. We still have a long journey.”

Simin Barakzai, 1 of the 68 female Members of Parliament, Kabul 2016
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Media

Under the Taliban, the free media didn’t exist in Afghanistan. During this
time, from 1996-2001, there were no Afghan independent journalists, no
access to internet and no independent radio stations or publications.
Television was illegal. Taking a photograph of any living creature or
conducting an unauthorized interview was punishable by flogging or
imprisonment.

Figure 3.1 Shows dramatic growth in media stations from 2001 to 2016
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The Anchor of Afghanistan’s Nascent
Democracy
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Against Afghanistan’s harsh historical backdrop of extreme suppression
and control, a new media reality has emerged. From the void of 2001,
more than 1,400 independent media outlets have grown, including 75
television stations, 200 radio stations and more than 1,200 print media
outlets. In 2001, the only independent media workers in the country were
foreign correspondents, whose activities were closely monitored by the
Taliban regime. Today, more than 12,000 male and female media workers
investigate and report Afghanistan’s current events, facilitating a
transparent media landscape and public access to information.
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Figure 3.2 Shows government commitments for free media

Some of the most influential media stations in Afghanistan

It’s a story often told in numbers, but rarely in terms of its deep impact
on Afghan society. Free and open media has played a fundamental role in
strengthening Afghanistan’s nascent democracy, promoting human rights
and exposing corruption. Information sharing and communication have
assisted in bridging the gap between Kabul and the rest of the country—
one of Afghanistan’s historical schallenges.
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More than 2,000 journalism students study in universities across the
country, training to be the voice and debate of Afghanistan’s future.

Local shopkeeper reading the daily newspaper, Kabul 2015
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This transformation has changed the very fabric of Afghan society,
enabling Afghans of all backgrounds to communicate and understand
each other. It has established a new precedent for news media
independence and offered a new generation of Afghans the opportunity
to peacefully mobilize, organize and demand accountability from public
officials. The new media landscape has provided a means for selfexpression, individual identity and participation in the national
democratic process.

Afghan women journalists gather to discuss professional empowerment

Empowering women media professionals to overcome the challenges
they encounter in their work was a key focus of a two-day national
conference that brought together more than 200 Afghan women
journalists in Kabul.
Conference participants, representing 31 out of Afghanistan’s 34
provinces, discussed topics such as professional ethics, job security,
freedom of expression and the many challenges women face while
working in journalism, chiefly among them being social discrimination.
CEO Abdullah Abdullah criticized the ongoing discriminatory approach
facing them in the country, and pledged firm support to resolve the
issues.

24

Tolo TV Presenter, Kabul 2015

This endorsement marked a major shift in the media landscape,
reassuring the media and public that access to information is not only an
international ideal, but a value to which the Afghan government is deeply
committed. The National Unity Government finalized the Statute on
founding and Activity of Private Mass Media, which guarantees the rights
of journalists and media workers working for the private media outlets.
The government directed all government spokespersons to give public
comment or press conferences at least four days per week. The
Afghanistan Journalists Safety Committee reported a 43 percent decrease
in violence against journalists in the first six months of 2015, as compared
to the same time period the previous year—something that can be
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Afghanistan’s National Unity Government, which was established in 2014,
has repeatedly emphasized the importance of free media and freedom of
expression, providing both legal frameworks and moral support for
freedom of the press in the country. Freedom of expression is a
constitutionally guaranteed right and a Mass Media Law prohibits
censorship and guarantees citizens the right to information. Within the
first few weeks of taking office, President Ashraf Ghani endorsed the
Access to Information Law, facilitating transparent access to information.
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attributed to the actions taken by the National Unity Government in
support of journalists’ safety.
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NATO Summit in Warsaw, July 2016

In January 2016, President Ghani issued a decree obligating all
government workers to assist journalists with provision of information,
ordering security organizations to take concrete and meaningful
measures towards journalist safety and incorporating best practices for
treatment and provision of information to journalists within security
forces curriculum. The decree also directs relevant government agencies
to re-open all unaddressed or dismissed cases since 2001 against
murdered journalists. Celebrating World Press Freedom Day on May 3,
2016, President Ghani honored more than a dozen journalists with the
country’s highest medal and appreciation letters, marking the first time
in the country’s history that the medal was awarded to a civilian.

“Without doubt, freedom of the press is one of the main pillars of our
nascent democracy,” President Ghani said. “The journalists who provide
accurate and balanced investigative reports can play a vital role in
institutionalizing democracy. Afghanistan’s Chief Executive Officer (CEO),
Dr. Abdullah Abdullah, has also manifested commitment to journalists’
safety and freedom of the press, and has called the free media “The voice
of our nation.” Against the backdrop of the withdrawal of international
security forces and decreasing financial support from the international
community, the National Unity Government’s support of its constituents’
rights to free information and a transparent government has not
waivered.

On January 2016, President Ashraf Ghani issued a new decree to facilitate media activity and the
fight against impunity for violent crimes against journalists. The decree states: “Neither the
public prosecutor nor any other state institution may prosecute media or journalists for a
possible crime without consulting the Media Commission.”
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President Ghani appointed an Ambassador at Large for Freedom of
Expression, to promote and protect the free press.
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Despite these achievements, freedom of the press and freedom of
expression remain fragile in Afghanistan. January 21, 2016 marked Black
Wednesday, in which the Taliban attacked a bus of Tolo TV, one of
Afghanistan’s leading networks. The attack killed seven media workers
and marked the deadliest day against free media in the history of the
country. Afghanistan continues to suffer from increasing violence,
perpetuated by Taliban and other terrorists, economic dependence and
a multitude of other challenges. Yet sustained support from the
international community, paired with deep commitment from the
Afghan government, these gains will be reinforced and become an
integral part of Afghanistan’s democracy.

Female journalist receiving digital media training in Afghanistan to produce a documentary
about Afghan women reporters
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Judicial Reform

The Attorney General’s office sits in a labyrinth of gardens and trees—an
unassuming compound for the heart of Afghanistan’s anti-corruption
efforts. Through the cracked window of the waiting room, roses grow up
through parched, cracked soil. The red, green and black Afghan flag blows
quietly in the hot summer breeze. “Sorry for keeping you waiting,” says
Farid Hamidi, Afghanistan’s newly appointed Attorney General, entering
in a flurry of attendants and ringing cell phones. He’s just come from one
of Kabul’s many emergency hospitals, where he was visiting colleagues
injured the day before in an explosion.
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Cracking down on the pinnacle of
Afghanistan’s Corruption

Attorney General Office, Kabul, Afghanistan
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In office for less than two months, Hamidi has introduced sweeping
changes that redefine the role of the justice sector in Afghanistan. For
decades Afghanistan’s justice sector has embodied the corruption and
nepotism it is tasked to tackle. “The government has always used the

Judicial Reform: Developments in the justice sector from 2014 to present

Attorney General’s office to suppress political dissidents rather than to
protect citizens’ rights,” says Hamidi. “The major obstacle to
implementing justice and enforcing rule of law is this politicization of the
justice sector. I want to change this, to transform the Attorney General’s
office from an entity that is used to silence dissidents to an institution
that stands for people and their rights. My mandate—my responsibility—
is to turn the Attorney General’s office into a center to fight against crime,
and become the bastion for protection of human rights and citizens’
dignity.” Today, more than 1,700 prosecutors and 2,400 judges
increasingly exemplify this justice they are tasked to deliver.
30

The Attorney General has played a central role in the extensive judicial
reforms that have been carried out under the National Unity

Under the National Unity Government, more than 600 judges have been
replaced, including all 34 provincial chief judges. Corruption divisions
have been established in the Supreme Court and Attorney General, with
300 prosecutors working full time on anti-corruption efforts. Jail repairs
and newly built medical clinics have aimed to give resources to the
country’s strained prison system. Sixty governmental judiciary staff,
including six judges, were arrested in 2015. 14 prosecutors were arrested
and 40 directors of the Attorney General office were replaced within
Hamidi’s first weeks of taking office.
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Government. “I want to turn the Attorney General into an efficient
institution where only merit, piety, professionalism and loyalty to the law
are supreme,” Hamidi says.

Annual National Conference of the Afghan Women Judges
Association, Kabul

Justice Reform: Developments, replacements and arrests made in an effort to improve the
judicial systems. (2009 to present)

In addition to anti-corruption efforts, the judicial sector has made
significant progress on the advancement of women under the National
Unity Government. A Violence Against Women prosecution office of the
Attorney General has investigated 9,500 cases, prosecuting more than
4,500 of these cases since it was established in 2009. A gender division
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of the Supreme Court tried 519 cases of Violence Against Women in 2015,
leading to 693 convictions of perpetrators. Since taking office, Hamidi has
tripled the number of women in the Attorney General office and
appointed a female deputy Attorney General. “It is still very low, but I am
determined to have at least 20 percent women representation in the
Attorney General office by next year,” Hamidi says.
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The government established the Judiciary Center, which aims to foster
close coordination between the judiciary and law enforcement entities
and also prosecute high-ranking government authorities accused of
corruption. This marks the establishment of the first authoritative body
whose activities will be supervised by the president. President Ghani has
also been chairing coordination meetings between various branches of
the judiciary sector to
promote efficiency and
transparency
in
the
affairs of the judiciary
sector.
The judiciary has invested
in the future of its human
capital through trainings:
316 students study to
become judges at the Judicial Training Center, with 20 percent of students
being female. The courts have provided 755 judges with specialty
trainings, and more than 1,239 employees have participated in
professional development trainings. In an effort to institutionalize meritbased job postings across all areas of Afghanistan’s judicial sector, the
arms of the judicial sector are working together to develop a new HR
strategy, which will establish clear policies and a transparent mechanism
for future recruitments and administrations. The Supreme Court and
Attorney General have implemented a standardized job placement
recruitment examination that aims to award jobs solely on merit—

“After the first recruitment examination I sat on this couch and greeted
an endless stream of the Members of Parliament and officials who
flooded my office, demanding that I hire their candidates,” Hamidi says,
smiling. “I thanked each of them for advocating their constituency, but
told them very clearly that the process will be based on the performances
of candidates on the exam. If they do well then I will hire them.
Otherwise, there is no way I will allow anyone without proper
qualification to get a position in the Attorney General’s office.”

Attorney General, Farid Hamidi, speaking during a press conference in Kabul, May 2016. In this
press conference, he promised the nation that Afghanistan will witness an anti-corruption
machine launch to start a major fight against the growing corruption in the country.

In an institution that has been mired in opacity for decades, Hamidi is
striving to bring transparency. He holds open office hours each Mondays,

Afghanistan’s Era of Prosperity

eliminating political favoritism, nepotism and association with powerful
circles. “In the past, merit has been the last element in the recruitment
process. The loyalty of staff was more for their patrons than the
organization,” Hamidi says. “I am putting an end to it. We are working
vigorously to replace incompetent cadres with new ones.” Within the
span of three weeks, 1,200 candidates sat for the Attorney General’s
exam.
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in which anyone is welcome to meet him and voice concerns, and
regularly meets with the media and business community. “They used to
be harassed and threatened by the Attorney General,” Hamidi says. “The
idea is to show them that we are determined to protect their rights and
will not allow further exploitation in the name of the law.”
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While Hamidi’s hardline approach to reform has been popular among the
public, it has been less so with those who have previously benefited from
the office’s nepotism and political favoritism. “Every day starts with the
news that I am a top target,” Hamidi says, smiling. “At the end of every
day, I am hopeful. I am optimistic for fighting corruption. There is the
opportunity to bring a voice to the voiceless, and the hope that I could
implement justice in Afghanistan.”

Economic Reform
Afghanistan’s leap towards selfsustainability
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Afghanistan has gained an international reputation as a lost cause, a
country stuck in a cycle of corruption, violence and drugs. However, the
Afghanistan of 2016 offers a different reality—a reality that presents a
stark difference from widespread opinions held in many Western capitals.

Cotton wool spinning in Bamyan Province

Since 2001, Afghanistan has come a long way. The national GDP has
expanded more than eightfold in the past 15 years. According to the
World Bank, GDP per capita has more than tripled from $190 in 2002 to
$620 in 2015. Despite gloomy predictions, the past two years have
witnessed particularly remarkable progress, marked by significant anticorruption measures and relative economic growth.
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2015 marked an all-time high of $570 million in exports—a $150 million
increase from 2013, according to the Afghanistan Central Statistics
Organization. The government has implemented extensive reforms that
have helped boost domestic revenue by 21 percent from 2014 to 2015. In
2015, Afghanistan not only met an International Monetary Fund (IMF)
revenue collection target for the first time in 15 years but also exceeded
the target by more than $315 million, which led to more than $90 million
in World Bank assistance. All sources of domestic revenue increased in
2015, according to the World Bank, with tax revenues increasing by 14
percent and customs duties by 17.2 percent from the previous year. Nontax revenues recorded the most significant increase, growing by 46
percent.

Figure 5.1 Shows domestic revenue growth
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As a result of reforms to both revenue collection and expenditure, the
fiscal position improved significantly in 2015. Domestic revenues
increased to more than 10 percent of GDP in 2015, which marked a 1.3
percent increase from 2014. Total government expenditures increased
less than one percent from 2014 to 2015.

Figure 5.2 Shows Gross Domestic Product growth from 2006 to 2016
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The National Unity Government has made anti-corruption a national
priority, enacting a number of concrete measures to crack down on

President Mohammad Ashraf Ghani and Finance Minister Eklil Hakimi, Kabul. *(President
Mohammad Ashraf Ghani officially launched the five-year ‘Public Financial Management
Reform Plan” in Arg on Saturday 6th August 2016)

corruption. The government has set out a five-year financial management
plan, called the Public Financial Management Reform Project II, which
maps out the country’s long-term path to financial sustainability. The
plan focuses on major reforms including a clear articulation of national
priorities, reformed budget process and investment in processes that will
eliminate corruption and improve efficiency. A second plan, The
Afghanistan National Development Strategy, aims to lead Afghanistan
towards self-sustainability, lead the international community’s support
towards priorities set by the government and transform Afghanistan from
an import-heavy to an export-heavy economy.
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As part of an anti-corruption campaign, more than 90 percent of state
officials, including the President and Chief Executive Officer, have publicly

Over the past 12 years, Afghanistan has achieved an eightfold increase in
revenue collection, reaching $1.9 billion in 2015, according to Ministry of
Finance data. The National Unity government has implemented a series
of reforms that have sparked economic growth. For example, the
National Unity Government introduced a new tax law, called the Tax
Administration Law, which provides a legal framework for managing a
centralized
taxation
administration.
The government
also
took
measures
to
deepen the tax
base
and
formalize
tax
obligations
for
small taxpayers
Local carpet merchant, Kabul 2015
*Exports in Afghanistan increased to 570.50 USD Million in 2015 from 514.97 USD.
by conducting a
Afghanistan’s main exports are carpets and rugs (45 percent of total exports)
comprehensive
taxpayer assessment in Kabul. This assessment was the first step in the
digitization of a tax registration system for thousands of small taxpayers,
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declared their assets. The government has also established a special
commission, the National Procurement Authority (NPA) to take resultsoriented action against corruption. President Ghani oversees the
Authority, and CEO Abdullah and many ministers actively participate in
the group’s activities, demonstrating a direct national government
interest in anti-corruption efforts. The NPA has reviewed over 900
contracts, worth $2.5 billion, and has saved a total of $208 million that
would have been otherwise lost to corruption.
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and records GPS coordinates of businesses to create a Geographic
Information Map for future years of tax collection.
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Afghanistan lies on major trade routes in the region and beyond, and
customs taxes form 46 percent of the country’s national revenue. The

Local dried fruits and nuts shop, Kabul 2015. *(Afghanistan is one of the leading producers
of dried fruit & nuts in the world)
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customs system in the country has been historically besieged by rampant
corruption. To address this issue, the Afghan government implemented a
set of reforms which led to the dismantling of outdated systems, dismissal
of 25 percent of customs officials on corruption charges, a new
generation of highly trained technical staff and the establishment of a
strict oversight system. The introduction of the Automated System for
Customs Data (ASYCUDA), which has been implemented in 98 percent of
customs locations, offers a modernized and more customer-oriented
process to address the growing revenue gap that had emerged with the
reduction of the international financial aid. A second system, Standard

Integrated Government Tax Administration System (SIGTAS), further
digitizes the tax administration process.
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These reforms and the National Unity Government’s commitment to
rooting out corruption, increasing domestic revenue and reducing
reliance on foreign aid, has sustained the country’s economic growth,
which according to the recent World Bank report is projected to be 3.8
percent by 2018.

One of the 800 businesses owned by women. This woman owns a traditional and modern
clothing shop for women, in Kabul.
*A witness to the growth and change in Afghanistan is the diversity of businesses that women
are starting post-2001. For example, prior to 2001, most businesswomen were in handicrafts
and only 15% spoke English or knew how to use a computer. Today, there are women
entrepreneurs in IT, accounting, electrical engineering, manufacturing, food processing, and
a wide variety of other businesses.
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While the country has made outstanding progress towards sustainability,
Afghanistan still remains dependent on foreign aid, with international aid
roughly equal to GDP. Corruption in many layers of the government
remains a major challenge. Unemployment is high, which fuels violence
and political instability. All of these indicators point to the fragility of the
achievements of the country in the past decade, particularly in the past
two years. That’s why it is of paramount importance that the National
Unity Government maintain its course vis-à-vis concrete reform attempts
and Afghanistan’s international allies support the country through
difficult but promising times. Afghanistan must become a constructive
member of the global community of democracy rather a liability to the
world.

Connecting Afghanistan

“In 2001, I wanted to call my brother living abroad. I went to a local public
call office at 6 o’clock in the morning and had to wait four hours before I
had a chance to finally make the phone call,” says Israr Ahmad Karimzai,
Director of Information and Communication Technology and EGovernance of the Office of the President. “I look back to those days and
compare them to today, when I can call my brother at the touch of a
button on my own mobile phone, at any time and from anywhere in
Afghanistan.”

Afghanistan’s Era of Prosperity

The rise of Technology in Governance
and Society

Office for Information and Communication Technology and E-Governance of the Office of the
President, Kabul 2016
E-Government has been instrumental in improving services by introducing the use of ICT in
ministerial operations and services.
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This change is indicative of the remarkable transformative power of
technology in Afghanistan. Telecommunications, for example, has grown
from a practically non-existent sector in 2001 to a thriving $2 billion
industry today. Under the Taliban, fewer than 15,000 telephone lines
were operational, with telephone coverage extending to less than one
percent of the population, mostly limited to the country’s largest cities.

Figure 6.1 Shows e-Government systems in government institutions and agencies
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Limited international connections and a lack of indigenous cellular service
left Afghans socially and culturally isolated, both within the country and
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from the rest of the world. Prior to 2002, only one Afghan in every 450
had access to communications services, according to the Ministry of
Communications and Information Technology (MCIT).

Figure 6.2 Shows the state of telecom and internet in Afghanistan

Today, an estimated 22 million Afghans are active phone subscribers, with
service coverage extending to 90 percent of the country, across all 34
provinces. Afghans are newly connected with a world of knowledge
through the internet, which didn’t exist in Afghanistan under the Taliban.
3G mobile services were launched in Afghanistan in 2012, and have
rapidly expanded to all 34 provinces. In 2001, none of the country had
access to internet, but by 2013 this had grown to 3 million users, and has
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since jumped to 5 million in 2016, a number still expanding rapidly today.
In 2014, Afghanistan launched its first ever satellite. This internet is
provided in part via more than 4,000 kilometers of optical fiber, the
infrastructure for internet services and data transfer. Afghanistan’s
optical fiber network connects the country to neighboring Pakistan,
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Iran, transforming Afghanistan
into a digital Silk Road and communications hub for Central Asian regional
countries.
Afghanistan’s telecommunication sector is a major contributor to the
country’s GDP and a major source of revenue for the country. The
industry’s $200 million in annual revenues account for 12 percent of total
government revenues —optical fibers alone contribute more than $50
million in revenue. The telecom sector employs 120,000 people

Ajmal Ayan, Executive Vice President of Wireless in Afghan Telecom, Kabul 2015
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nationwide and contributed to the rise of a generation of tech savvy and
connected young Afghans. Afghanistan is among the best in the region in
terms of communications infrastructure development and deployment.
“We started from zero,” says Ajmal Ayan, Executive Vice President of
Wireless in Afghan Telecom. “Today it is possible to call anywhere in the
world from every village in Afghanistan.”
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As technology has revolutionized communications across the country, the
National Unity Government has also undertaken a series of initiatives to
better integrate e-governance within the administration. A centralized
system through the President’s Office, called Presidential Docs, and has
replaced bureaucratic procedures for processing petitions by automating
petition intake and processing. This has reduced the paperwork time from
days or even weeks to a government-imposed maximum of 48 hours. A
videoconferencing system facilitates communication between the
President’s Office, ministries and provincial government officials, and a
digitized system manages and follows up on activities generated by
presidential decisions.

Visible signs of ICT boom in Kabul. Technology and telecommunications programs, specifically
in education and training of Afghan citizens, have been a priority for the government and its
development partners

“The incorporation of technology into government systems has enabled
the president to connect directly with senior officials across the country,”
says Nader Nadery, Senior Advisor to President Ghani on Public Relation
and Strategic Affairs. “It has improved the government's ability to
coordinate, make real-time decisions and speed up paperwork processes.
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It has brought more transparency to the work of government and has
made government officials more accountable.”
The Ministry of Finance has successfully established customs monitoring,
human resources management and budget planning systems. Under the
National Unity Government, the ministry implemented an e-pay system,
through which Afghan traders pay customs duties directly to any bank in
the country, rather than to the central bank. This reform dramatically
increases the ease of doing business in the country, allowing traders to
conduct business more quickly, transparently and easily. The
implementation of e-governance in the ministry has led to financial
transparency and accountability, which in turn has contributed to
Afghanistan’s domestic revenue increasing by 21 percent under the
National Unity Government.

University students communicating on Facebook, Kabul 2016
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The Ministry of Interior has also used technology to increase transparency
and augment internal capability. Beginning in 2014, police have been
registered in a system that tracks their data through unique biometric
indicators. Today, 97 percent of the police force has been registered in
this system. More than 80 percent of the police force and 73 percent of

Some of the most reputable media channels in Afghanistan

Technology has dramatically transformed communications and
governance in Afghanistan. The National Unity Government has
embraced technology both as a way to tackle some of the country’s most
pressing and deeply rooted problems such as corruption and good
governance, and simplify previously bureaucratic processes. As
Afghanistan adopts and embraces technological advances and
strengthens its telecommunications infrastructure, Afghans are
becoming increasingly connected, both with each other and the world—
creating hope for a progressive, transparent and corruption-free country.
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the government’s total 800,000 military and civilian employees receive
their salaries electronically. This transition to e-payments and biometric
tracking cuts down on corruption by ensuring payments are made
accurately and traceably.
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Striking Transformation
Hakeema, 35, who works as a midwife, raises the sleeve of her patient
and wraps her sphygmomanometer around the arm of 25-year-old
Jameela, who has come to Yakawlang District Hospital for a check-up.
Jameela is five months pregnant. She walked for almost half an hour from
her nearby village to reach the hospital. The room where the check-up
takes place is filled with pregnant women who have come to the hospital
to be seen by Hakeema and other medical professionals. Noises of the
patients and medical staff fill the poorly lit halls of the hospital.

Hakeema, midwife in Bamyan’s Yakawlang District Hospital
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“Before this hospital was rebuilt 10 years ago, we had to drive for hours
to get to Bamyan city center for medical purposes,” Jameela says. “Now
most of our health problems are solved in this hospital. This has brought
about significant ease to life of the residents of this district.”

Dr. Ferozedin Feroz, Minister of Public Health

However, Afghanistan has made
tremendous achievements in the
realm of health care in the past
15 years. The number of
healthcare
facilities
has
increased by 400 percent, with
50 new healthcare centers
constructed in 2015 alone,
bringing the total number of
medical facilities nationally to
2,200. Today, 67 percent of
Afghans have access to at least
basic healthcare facilities within
one hour of travel from their
homes.
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In 2001, Afghanistan faced a dismal public health landscape. Decades of
war had led to the destruction and impeded building of health
infrastructure, leaving less than 10 percent of the population within an
hour’s travel to even the most basic healthcare services. Maternal
mortality was 1,600 per 100,000 and child mortality was 257 per 1,000
were among the highest in the world.

Healthcare access in Afghanistan now reaches the remotest villages, in
parts of the country cutting a days-long journey to a healthcare center to
minutes. “We have made revolutionary progress with regards to
expansion of health services in Afghanistan. However, we don’t want to
remain complacent. We want to take health facilities to the doorsteps of
the people,” says Dr. Ferozedin Feroz, Minister of Public Health.
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The numbers speak to the widespread effect of this increased access to
healthcare. Maternal mortality has fallen by more than three quarters,
from 1,600 per 100,000 in 2002 to 327 deaths per 100,000 in 2013. Child
mortality has plummeted from 257 per 1,000 births in 2002 to 97 per
1,000 births in 2013.

Laboratory technicians at the Afghanistan National Standards Authority test products to
ensure they meet international standards
mhttp://www.afghanzariza.com/2015/02/28/afghan-exports-will-now-have-iso-certification-

In 2002, only a quarter of health facilities had a female health worker; by
2015 this number had increased to 85 percent and growing, according to
USAID. Women now comprise 20 percent of Afghanistan’s 41,500 health
workers. A huge factor in the dramatic decrease in infant and maternal
mortality rates is the increase of midwives across the country, facilitated
by an intensive midwife training program. In 2002, Afghanistan had only
500 midwives nationwide. Today, this number has increased tenfold to
more than 5,000, Dr. Feroz says. The Afghan Midwives Association,
established in 2005, provides training and support to midwives in every
single province.
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“Because of the reluctance of the midwives to work in the countryside,
we started a training program where we recruit women from
communities, train them in the provincial center and send them back to
their communities to work as midwives,” said Dr. Feroz. “Today
Afghanistan has a midwife training center and a nursing training center in
all 34 provinces. This has been crucial to expanding the presence of
midwives and nurses across communities.”
In large part due to a lack of health services, Afghanistan has been
plagued by preventable diseases, including tuberculosis (TB), malaria and
polio. The Ministry of Public Health tracks TB cases, and improved TB
services across five provinces and trainings across 15 provinces have
helped the country treat an estimated 56,000 new TB cases annually.
Immunization rates have steadily increased from less than 30 percent in
2000 to more than 75 percent in 2014 for DPT and 66 percent in 2014 for
measles.

Afghanistan’s Era of Prosperity

Medical student practicing laboratory techniques, Kabul, Afghanistan
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As drug addiction has been becoming a growing concern, The National
Unity Government has put special focus on the rehabilitation of addicts,
building 120 addiction prevention and treatment centers since 2014. The
National Unity Government has also made addressing mental health a
priority. To this end, the government has trained and dispatched more
than 300 mental health counselors to comprehensive health centers
across the country.
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Figure 7.1 Shows improvements in various national healthcare segments
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The Ministry of Public Health also developed the National Medicine and
Health Products Regulatory Authority, which has created an effective
framework for controlling drugs and medical products to ensure they
meet the necessary quality and standards. The National Unity
Government has also formed Afghanistan’s first medical staff licensing
body, the National Medical Council.

Figure 7.2 Shows development in maternity services from 2002 to present
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In 2015, over 560,000 pre-birth care visits and 290,000 births were
attended by skilled providers. The 2015 Afghanistan Demographic and
Health Survey found that infant and child mortality has decreased
since 2002, indicating that health interventions are working. Source:
USAID, Afghanistan

The remarkable achievements of the healthcare sector in Afghanistan
over the past 15 years have largely been accomplished with international
support. While the country has made huge gains in health, Afghanistan’s
health care access and quality still pales in comparison with its regional
neighbors. Even with huge gains in access to healthcare, the Ministry of
Public Health still estimates that each healthcare center serves between
15,000-30,000 people, on average. Healthcare in Afghanistan remains
fragile, and while access has dramatically improved, nearly a third of the
country’s population remain without access to even the most basic
healthcare services.
“The future is bright if we manage to build on the achievements we have
had in the past 15 years, says Wahidullah Majroh, Spokesperson of the
Ministry of Public Health. I am optimistic that we can further expand
health services to our population. It is our achievements, commitment
and support from our international partners that gives me hope and
confidence.”

Anti-Corruption Campaign

Afghanistan’s Era of Prosperity

To many outside Afghanistan, media reports have painted a picture of a
dysfunctional government doomed to collapse because of irreconcilable
rifts between the President and Chief Executive Officer. Yet the National
Unity Government of Afghanistan has succeeded in implementing
concrete reforms that have addressed key issues, among them rampant
corruption.

An artwork on a wall in Kabul, “I see you” --- “the corrupt are not hidden from the eyes of
God and the people”

In 2014, the National Unity Government took office, inheriting political
and economic systems mired in corruption. The Afghan public has
repeatedly identified corruption as one of the primary causes of
dissatisfaction with the government, with 90 percent of citizens
considering corruption the most pressing problem in their daily lives,
according to the Asia Foundation’s 2015 Survey of the Afghan People.
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Within weeks of taking office, the National Unity Government presented
a plan mapping out Afghanistan’s road to self-reliance, with battling
endemic corruption centrally featured. After identifying drivers of
corruption—including collusive procurement practices, weak rule of law
and arbitrary regulations that built incentives to pay bribes—the
government mapped out a 10-point strategy for tackling corruption. This
plan included requiring all government officials to publicly declare their
assets, dismissing corrupt officials, introducing mobile banking services,
requiring ministries to create counter-corruption action plans and
modifying regulations that cause or perpetuate corruption.
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The government has also adopted the Afghanistan National Development
Strategy, which provides an effective framework to enhance government
anti-corruption leadership and evaluate the effectiveness of anticorruption measures.
The government has quickly followed through on many of these action
steps. President Ashraf Ghani and Chief Executive Officer Abdullah have
led by example in anti-corruption efforts, declaring their assets publicly
and making it mandatory for all high government officials to follow suit.
The National Unity Government reopened a notorious Kabul Bank
corruption case, which resulted in the recovery of $440 million and the
arrest of key culprits in the case. In a case the government investigated
with the Ministry of Urban Development, 27 people were suspected,
including 10 high ranking officials and two deputy ministers, for
corruption in a contract building residential apartments in Kabul. In an
ongoing case with the Ministry of Interior Affairs, seven people were
suspected, including a high-ranking official, for involvement in the
embezzlement of 87,000 liters of fuel in Kapisa province. In a third case,
with the Ministry of Education, six engineers were imprisoned for hugely
inflating prices in a contract to build dormitories in Kabul. The
government dismissed corrupt officials in key institutions, including the
judiciary, customs, security and finance. In the customs office alone,
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which collects 46 percent of domestic revenue, the President dismissed
more than 25 percent of staff on corruption charges. Computerized
systems were introduced to make tax collection procedures simpler and
more transparent, and a restructuring of the public finance system has
led to increased transparency in government spending. The Ministry of
Interior is transferring all police payrolls to electronic payments, reducing
the opportunity for corruption, and the Ministry of Finance initiated a
series of reforms such as simplifying the business licensing process,
reducing civil servants’ discretionary power and developing and
implementing a plan to address customs corruption, which has led to an
increase in domestic revenue.

Figure 8.1 Shows the government’s efforts in fighting corruption

In June 2016, President Ghani established the Judiciary Center, which
aims to prosecute major cases of corruption of high-ranking government
authorities. The center has been orchestrated in such a way to foster
necessary coordination between judicial and law enforcement
organizations so that cases of corruption are processed efficiently and
without delay. For the purpose of transparency, the Judiciary Center has
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also been tasked to provide regular reports and data about its
performance to the media, and organize open trials as far as the law
allows. The establishment of the Judiciary Center demonstrates the
resolute commitment of President Ghani and the National Unity
Government towards addressing corruption at all levels.
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Procurement is one area of government that has historically been most
mired in corruption, and the National Unity Government started a
vigorous campaign to clean up government contracting procedures.
President Ghani established the National Procurement Authority —a
body tasked with reviewing all major government contracts to prevent
corruption and promote transparency in government contracting. The
body serves as secretariat for the National Procurement Commission,
which is headed by President Ghani, who has has presided over 53
sessions of contract reviews. The authority is composed of key
government officials, including CEO Abdullah, and has reviewed 900
contracts, worth $2.5 billion, to ensure contracts are awarded fairly,
transparently and legally. This review led to the government saving $208
million, including a single contract of fuel procurement that saved the
Ministry of Defense millions of dollars. The authority has blacklisted more
than 45 companies that have received contracts based on longstanding
ties to former officials, and another 11 companies are in the process of
being banned.
The Afghanistan’s judiciary system has long been infected with rampant
corruption, which has been exploited by the Taliban and other terrorists
to undermine the legitimacy of the Afghan government. To address this
issue, the President established an Anti-Corruption High Judicial Council,
led by the President, Chief Executive Officer and team of experts. The
President also doubled the size of the Special Crimes Task Force and
granted the force special authorization and the mandate to investigate
governors, ministers and other high-ranking officials. More than 600
judges, including all 34 provincial judges, were replaced. The Afghan
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National Security Council is in the process of introducing a specialized
police unit to protect judges and prosecutors, which will better enable
them to implement reforms.

Figure 8.2 Shows reform in judiciary and National Procurement Authority

Since the establishment of the National Unity Government, many
corruption cases have been investigated, which includes corruption cases
of high-ranking government officials and also government ministries. In
May, 2015 a case of the Ministry of Urban Development where large-scale
corruption was suspected to have taken place over construction of
residential blocks in Khwaja Rawash, Kabul was investigated. As a result
of robust investigation, more than a dozen high-ranking officials of the
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ministry, including two deputy ministers, were found to be accomplice.
While the case is currently in the court, three suspects have been
detained and six others have been suspended from their work based on
President Ghani’s order.
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Afghanistan is a long way from achieving a transparent and corruptionfree economy. The country is consistently ranked among the most corrupt
countries in the world, nepotism remains widespread and reports by
Transparency International and the Asia Foundation have found that
more than half of Afghans paid a bribe when interacting with police,
judiciary, customs, public health or other government officials. In a
system mired with endemic corruption, the National Unity Government
has made significant progress in its less than two years in office,
implementing reforms that set the stage for continued transformation
towards a more transparent government. With international support and
continued government dedication, Afghanistan is on a path of
transformation, self-reliance and a corruption-free country.
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“Today’s Afghanistan depicts success across
various sectors. Reaching this far from a period of
darkness has not been easy. Underpinned by the
will of the people of Afghanistan, the support and
assistance of the international community and with
great sacrifices made along the way, Afghanistan
has overcome the difficult hurdles and despair.
However, the government of the Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan recognizes and is committed to not
only preserve but to build on these achievements
and lead the country towards greater self-reliance
and prosperity.”
Liaquet Ali Ameri
Chargé d'Affaires
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